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Capital:

Tunis

Official language:

Arabic

Population:

11,403,800 (July 2017 est.)

Government:
Establishment

parliamentary republic
20 March 1956

National or Regional Currency:

Tunisian dinar (TND)

Area:

total: 163,610 sq km
land: 155,360 sq km
water: 8,250 sq km1

http://www.economywatch.com/economic-statistics/tunisia/Geography/

Location: Northern Africa, bordering the Mediterranean Sea, between
Algeria and Libya
Geographic Coordinates: 34 00 N, 9 00 E
Map References: Africa
Area - Comparative: slightly larger than Georgia
Terrain: mountains in north; hot, dry central plain; semiarid south
merges into the Sahara
Elevation Extremes(M): lowest point: Shatt al Gharsah -17 m ; highest
point: Jebel ech Chambi 1,544 m
Land Boundaries(Km): total: 1,495 km ; border countries: Algeria 1,034
km, Libya 461 km
Coastline: 7,200 km
Maritime Claims: territorial sea: 12 nm ; contiguous zone: 24 nm ; exclusive economic zone: 12
nm
Geography - Note: strategic location in central Mediterranean; Malta and Tunisia are discussing
the commercial exploitation of the continental shelf between their countries, particularly for oil
exploration2

History
Rivalry between French and Italian interests in Tunisia culminated in a French invasion in 1881
and the creation of a protectorate. Agitation for independence in the decades following World War
I was finally successful in convincing the French to recognize Tunisia as an independent state in
1956. The country's first president, Habib BOURGUIBA, established a strict one-party state. He
dominated the country for 31 years, repressing Islamic fundamentalism and establishing rights for
women unmatched by any other Arab nation. In November 1987, BOURGUIBA was removed
from office and replaced by Zine el Abidine BEN ALI in a bloodless coup. Street protests that
began in Tunis in December 2010 over high unemployment, corruption, widespread poverty, and
high food prices escalated in January 2011, culminating in rioting that led to hundreds of deaths.
On 14 January 2011, the same day BEN ALI dismissed the government, he fled the country, and
by late January 2011, a "national unity government" was formed. Elections for the new Constituent
Assembly were held in late October 2011, and in December, it elected human rights activist
Moncef MARZOUKI as interim president. The Assembly began drafting a new constitution in
February 2012 and, after several iterations and a months-long political crisis that stalled the
transition, ratified the document in January 2014. Parliamentary and presidential elections for a
permanent government were held at the end of 2014. Beji CAID ESSEBSI was elected as the first
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president under the country's new constitution. In 2016, the new unity government continued to
seek to balance political cohesion with economic and social pressures.3

Government
Country name:

Republic of Tunisia

Government
type:
Capital:
Administrative
divisions:

parliamentary republic

Independence
from France:
National
holiday:
Constitution:

Legal system:

Suffrage:

Executive
branch:

Tunis
24 governorates (wilayat, singular - wilayah); Beja (Bajah), Ben Arous
(Bin 'Arus), Bizerte (Banzart), Gabes (Qabis), Gafsa (Qafsah), Jendouba
(Jundubah), Kairouan (Al Qayrawan), Kasserine (Al Qasrayn), Kebili
(Qibili), Kef (Al Kaf), L'Ariana (Aryanah), Mahdia (Al Mahdiyah),
Manouba (Manubah), Medenine (Madanin), Monastir (Al Munastir),
Nabeul (Nabul), Sfax (Safaqis), Sidi Bouzid (Sidi Bu Zayd), Siliana
(Silyanah), Sousse (Susah), Tataouine (Tatawin), Tozeur (Tawzar), Tunis,
Zaghouan (Zaghwan)
20 March 1956
Independence Day, 20 March (1956); Revolution and Youth Day, 14
January (2011)
history: several previous; latest approved by Constituent Assembly 26
January 2014, signed by the president, prime minister, and Constituent
Assembly speaker 27 January 2014
mixed legal system of civil law, based on the French civil code, and Islamic
law; some judicial review of legislative acts in the Supreme Court in joint
session
18 years of age; universal except for active government security forces
(including the police and the military), people with mental disabilities,
people who have served more than three months in prison (criminal cases
only), and people given a suspended sentence of more than six months
chief of state: President Beji CAID ESSEBSI (since 31 December 2014)
head of government: Prime Minister Youssef CHAHED (since 27 August
2016)
cabinet: selected by the prime minister and approved by the Assembly of
the Representatives of the People
elections/appointments: president directly elected by absolute majority
popular vote in 2 rounds if needed for a 5-year term (eligible for a second
term); election last held on 23 November and 21 December 2014 (next to
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be held in 2019); following legislative elections, the prime minister is
selected by the majority party or majority coalition and appointed by the
president

Legislative
branch:

Judicial branch:
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election results: Beji CAID ESSEBSI elected president in second round;
percent of vote - Beji CAID ESSEBSI (Call for Tunisia) 55.7%, Moncef
MARZOUKI (CPR) 44.3%
description: unicameral Assembly of the Representatives of the People or
Nuwwab ash-Sha'b (Assemblee des representants du peuple) (217 seats;
members directly elected in multi-seat constituencies by proportional
representation vote; members serve 5-year terms)
elections: initial election held on 26 October 2014 (next to be held in 2019)
election results: percent of vote by party - Call for Tunisia 37.6%,
Ennahdha 27.8%, UPL 4.1%, Popular Front 3.6%, Afek Tounes 3.0%, CPR
2.1%, other 21.8%; seats by party - Call to Tunisia 86, Nahda 69, UPL 16,
Popular Front 15, Afek Tounes 8, CPR 4, other 17, independent 2
highest court(s): Court of Cassation or Cour de Cassation (organized into 1
civil and 3 criminal chambers); Constitutional Court (consists of 12
members)
note: the new Tunisian constitution of January 2014 called for the creation
of a constitutional court by the end of 2015; the court will consist of 12
members - 4 each appointed by the president, the Supreme Judicial Council
or SJC (an independent 4-part body consisting mainly of elected judges and
the remainder legal specialists), and the Chamber of the People's Deputies
(parliament); members will serve 9-year terms with one-third of the
membership renewed every 3 years; in late 2015, the International
Commission of Jurists called on Tunisia's parliament to revise the draft on
the Constitutional Court to ensure compliance with international standards;
as of spring 2017 the court had not been appointed
judge selection and term of office: Supreme Court judges nominated by the
SJC; judge tenure based on terms of appointment; Constitutional Court
members appointed 3 each by the president of the republic, the Chamber of
the People's Deputies, and the SJC; members serve 9-year terms with onethird of the membership renewed every 3 years
subordinate courts: Courts of Appeal; administrative courts; Court of
Audit; Housing Court; courts of first instance; lower district courts; military
courts4
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International Human Development Trend
Human Development Index

Year
value
2010
0.716
2012
0.719
2014
0.725
2015
0.728
2016
0.732
2017
0.735
Source: http://hdr.undp.org/sites/default/files/2018_human_development_statistical_update.pdf

Human Development Indicators
Health
Indicator
Expenditure on health, public (% of GDP)(%)2015
Under-five morality (per 1,000 live birth) 2016
Life expectancy at birth 2017

value
6.7
13.6
75.9

Source: http://hdr.undp.org/sites/default/files/2018_human_development_statistical_update.pdf

Education
Indicator

Value

Government expenditure on education (% of
6.6
GDP) (%) 2012-2017
Primary school dropout rates (% of primary
8.8
school cohort) 2007-2016
Expected Years of Schooling (of children) 2017 15.1
Adult literacy rate, both sexes (% aged 15 and
79.0
above)
Mean years of schooling (of adults) (years)
7.2
Source: http://hdr.undp.org/sites/default/files/2018_human_development_statistical_update.pdf

Economy - overview:
Tunisia's diverse, market-oriented economy has long been cited as a success story in Africa and
the Middle East, but it faces an array of challenges following the 2011 Arab Spring revolution,
including slow economic growth and high unemployment. Following an ill-fated experiment with
socialist economic policies in the 1960s, Tunisia embarked on a successful strategy focused on
bolstering exports, foreign investment, and tourism, all of which have become central to the
country's economy. Key exports now include textiles and apparel, food products, petroleum
products, chemicals, and phosphates, with about 80% of exports bound for Tunisia's main
economic partner, the EU.

Tunisia's liberal strategy, coupled with investments in education and infrastructure, fueled decades
of 4-5% annual GDP growth and improved living standards. Former President Zine el Abidine
BEN ALI (1987-2011) continued these policies, but as his reign wore on cronyism and corruption
stymied economic performance, and unemployment rose among the country's growing ranks of
university graduates. These grievances contributed to the January 2011 overthrow of BEN ALI,
sending Tunisia's economy into a tailspin as tourism and investment declined sharply.
Tunisia’s government remains under pressure to boost economic growth quickly to mitigate
chronic socio-economic challenges, especially high levels of youth unemployment, which has
persisted since the revolution in 2011. Successive terrorist attacks against the tourism sector and
worker strikes in the phosphate sector, which combined account for nearly 15% of GDP, slowed
growth from 2015 to 2017. Tunis is seeking increased foreign investment and working with labor
unions to limit labor disruption.5
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Markets
GDP
GDP

Last
Last
40.26

Previous Range
Previous Range
42.06
0.9:47.59

Reference Frequency
Reference Frequency
Dec/17
Yearly

-2.2:7.4

Unit
Unit
USD
Billion
%

GDP Annual
Growth Rate
GDP PER CAPITA
GDP PER CAPITA
PPP
Labor
POPULATION
UNEMPLOYMENT
RATE
Prices
INFLATION RATE

2.2

2.8

Dec/18

Quarterly

4304 4265
10849 10762

1107:4304
5615:10849

USD
USD

Dec/17
Dec/17

Yearly
Yearly

Last
11.44
15.5

Previous
11.29
15.5

Range
4.22:11.44
12.4:18.9

Unit
Million
%

Reference
Dec/17
Dec/18

Frequency
Yearly
Quarterly

Last
7.3

Previous
7.1

Range
-1.9:16.7

Unit
%

Reference
Feb/19

Frequency
Monthly

Trade
BALANCE OF
TRADE
CURRENT
ACCOUNT
CURRENT
ACCOUNT TO
GDP
EXPORTS

Last
-894

Previous
-1568

Range
-2214:-40.3

Reference
Feb/19

Frequency
Monthly

-3.87

-3004

-3087:327

Dec/18

Quarterly

-11.2

-10.4

-11.6:0.9

Unit
TNT
Million
TNT
Million
%

Dec/18

Yearly

39.4

3816

240:3904

Feb/19

Monthly

IMPORTS

4798

5384

454:5582

Feb/19

Monthly

Government

Last

Previous

Range

TNT
Million
TNT
Million
Unit

Reference

Frequency
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GOVERNMENT
DEBT TO GDP
GOVERNMENT
BUDGET
CREDIT RATING

69.2

60.6

39.2:70.1

%

Dec/17

Yearly

-5.3

-5.4

-6.8:-2.6

% of
GDP

Dec/17

Yearly

43.75

Monthly

Source: https://tradingeconomics.com/tunisia/indicators

GDP
The Gross Domestic Product (GDP) in Tunisia was worth 40.26 billion US dollars in 2017. The
GDP value of Tunisia represents 0.06 percent of the world economy. GDP in Tunisia averaged
17.28 USD Billion from 1961 until 2017, reaching an all time high of 47.59 USD Billion in 2014
and a record low of 0.90 USD Billion in 1962.6

GDP Annual Growth Rate
The gross domestic product in Tunisia advanced 2.2 percent year-on-year in the fourth quarter of
2018, slowing from an upwardly revised 2.8 percent rise in the previous period. It is the weakest
growth since Q4 2017. Fishing activity expanded solidly (9.1%, the same pace as in Q3) while
both services (-3.6% vs 3.7%) and manufacturing (-0.5% vs -0.7%) contracted. On a quarterly
basis, the economy expanded 0.2 percent, the least since the second quarter of 2017, after a 0.5
percent rise in the third quarter. In 2018, the Tunisian GDP grew at a faster 2.5 percent compared
to 1.9 percent in 2017. GDP Annual Growth Rate in Tunisia averaged 3.24 percent from 2001 until
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2018, reaching an all time high of 7.40 percent in the first quarter of 2004 and a record low of 2.20 percent in the third quarter of 2011.7

GDP per Capita
The Gross Domestic Product per capita in Tunisia was last recorded at 4303.96 US dollars in 2017.
The GDP per Capita in Tunisia is equivalent to 34 percent of the world's average. GDP per capita in
Tunisia averaged 2575.09 USD from 1965 until 2017, reaching an all time high of 4303.96 USD in
2017 and a record low of 1106.70 USD in 1967.8
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Government Budget
Tunisia recorded a Government Budget deficit equal to 5.30 percent of the country's Gross Domestic
Product in 2017. Government Budget in Tunisia averaged -4.20 percent of GDP from 2007 until 2017,
reaching an all time high of -2.60 percent of GDP in 2010 and a record low of -6.80 percent of GDP
in 2012.9
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Foreign Trade Evaluation
Trade
Balance of Trade

Last
-894.10

Previous
-1568.30

Highest
-40.30

Lowest
-2213.90

Unit
TNT
Million
TND
Million

Current Account

-3086.90

-3004.30

327.10

-3086.90

Current Account to GDP

-11.20

-10.40

0.90

-11.60

percent

Exports

3903.90

3815.50

3903.90

239.60

USD
Million

Imports

4798.00

5383.80

5582.50

453.80

USD
Million

Source: https://tradingeconomics.com/tunisia/balance-of-trade
Balance of Trade
Tunisia recorded a trade deficit of 894.10 TNT Million in February of 2019. Balance of Trade in
Tunisia averaged -568.45 TNT Million from 1993 until 2019, reaching an all time high of -40.30 TNT
Million in March of 2007 and a record low of -2213.90 TNT Million in August of 2018.10

Exports and Imports
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Exports in Tunisia increased to 3903.90 TNT Million in February from 3815.50 TNT Million in
January of 2019. Exports in Tunisia averaged 1436.80 TNT Million from 1993 until 2019, reaching
an all time high of 3903.90 TNT Million in February of 2019 and a record low of 239.60 TNT
Million in August of 1993.11

Imports in Tunisia decreased to 4798 TNT Million in February from 5383.80 TNT Million in
January of 2019. Imports in Tunisia averaged 2005.25 TNT Million from 1993 until 2019, reaching
an all time high of 5582.50 TNT Million in December of 2018 and a record low of 453.80 TNT
Million in January of 1993.12
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Tariffs and imports: Summary and duty ranges

Source: WTO, ITC, UNCTAD, “World Tariff Profiles 2017”, Printed in Switzerland, Page:172.

Trade Profile 2017

Extracted from: World Trade Organization (WTO), “Trade Profiles 2017”, page.346-365

